BRAYDEN’S STORY

W

hen Brayden was only three weeks
old, his dad, Rick, noticed his hand
was twitching and punching the air.
Concerned, he decided to get it
checked out.
“Once we got to the children’s hospital all hell
broke loose – the twitches were seizures,” recalls
Rick. “It felt like we were about to lose our little
baby boy. I have never been so scared in my life.”
Brayden spent nine months of his first year of life in
hospital. Eventually doctors found the seizures had
caused extensive brain damage and Brayden was
diagnosed with Spastic Quadriplegia.
“It was the worst day of our lives,” Rick says.
Every time Captain Starlight visited their ward,
Brayden would watch him play with the older
kids and was captivated by the sight of him
blowing bubbles.

The smile on Brayden’s face
was the best I have ever seen.”
When Brayden was nominated for a Starlight
Wish, Rick and his wife Tricia thought a dolphin
swim would be perfect, but with no body
control, Brayden could hardly hold his head
up or sit upright.
However the Starlight Children’s Foundation were
determined to make Brayden’s wish come true.
They even included the whole family, which was a
blessing for younger son Tyler who had grown up
in the shadow of his disabled brother.
The family spent three nights in Coffs Harbour.
They explored the butterfly house and The Big
Banana and received kisses from the dolphins
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during the popular dolphin show. They were then granted
their private dolphin swim. For Brayden, it was an experience
of a lifetime.
“The smile on Brayden’s face was the best I have ever seen,”
says Rick. “It was the best week we’ve ever had as a family.”
Today, Brayden is 12 years old and one of the happiest kids
around. A stuffed dolphin has pride of place on his bed and
the family displays reminders of their Starlight Wish about
their home. On rough days remembering the dolphin swim
still makes them smile.
One of Brayden’s favourite things is watching people blow
bubbles,” says Rick. “I truly believe this is because of his early
memories of Captain Starlight and the huge impact the
Starlight Children’s Foundation has made on his life.”

