JEMMA’S STORY
B

rave doesn’t even come close to describing
15-year-old Jemma. Born with the rare spinal
condition Hemevertabra, Jemma’s early years
were marked by long trips between her home in
Newcastle and the children’s hospital in Sydney.
Jemma’s had to endure major spinal surgeries
her whole life. But nothing will hold Jemma back.
She loves video editing and spending time with her
friends and her two cats. In hospital she never misses
one of Starlight’s Livewire workshops and is a big fan
of the Starlight Express Room.
When Jemma was told she’d been granted a
Starlight Wish, her mum said she was in disbelief.
“She immediately starting talking about the other
kids in hospital; she just didn’t think she deserved it.”
After a lot of thought, Jemma decided on a
bedroom make-over to give her a special retreat
of her own and she wanted something she would
treasure for years to come.
The Starlight team transformed her old room into
her dream new space. Jemma picked the colours and
furnishings and the team sourced a specially-made
king bunk bed.

When Jemma opened the door to her new room,
her eyes lit up. It means everything to her and she’s
already planning some sleepovers with friends.

Jemma has been sleeping upright
since her last operation because of the
pain in her ribs. But since her new bed...
she’s sleeping laying down...it’s a miracle!”
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Her mum said Jemma’s Starlight Wish has had a
true life-changing impact.
These life-changing miracles are only made
possible thanks to you, our amazing supporters. And
looking to the future, Jemma wants to continue to
help others. Having seen the difference Starlight
makes, she’s especially keen to support other kids
facing daunting hospital procedures just like she has.

For more information visit starlight.org.au
or call 1300 727 827

